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painting the woodwork of the canons' chambers at
Windsor ' according to his own devising with varnish
and ochre '> Walls were also often ' ceiled ', or panelled,
either with oak or with 'wainscot' (deal).2 Floors, as
every one knows, were strewn with rushes, though we
find matting coming into use in the time of Henry VIII,
Thomas Awnsell, ' matlayr,' in 1544 providing 36 dozen
mats for the royal lodging at 4$. the dozen, as well as
12 Ib. of ' handylband ' for sewing the said mats.3 With
furniture we are not concerned, as that hardly comes
under the head of building. One feature of domestic
interiors which should be mentioned, as figuring con-
stantly in building accounts, is the fireplace. Generally
speaking this consisted of a hearth of stone, usually
composed of one large slab,4 with a back of tiles—
purchases of ' Flanders tiles ' in early times and of
bricks at a later date for fireplaces being of common
occurrence—and a projecting hood or mantel of either
stone or plaster. This mantel was, and still is, where it
remains, a decorative architectural feature, and was
often highly ornamented—sometimes with carving, as
in the case of one in the queen's hall at Clarendon which
was rebuilt in 1250 with marble columns on either side
and carved with the symbols of the twelve months.5
More frequently the decoration of the mantel was in
1	Hope, Windsor Castle, 148.
2	' Norway boards of fir'  were used for  wainscotting  Prince
Edward's   room   in   Winchester   Castle   in   1253.—Liberate   R.,
37 Hen. III.   Fir was used for the doors and windows of Windsor
Hall in 1234.—Hope, Windsor Castle, 72.
3	Exch. K. R. Accts., 504, no. 2.
4	' for an awterstone to the same furneys '—at the Dolphin Irm,
in London.—Exch. K. R. Accts., 474, no. 5.
5	Liberate R., 35 Hen. III.

